Using Acronis True Image

Here are the steps for using Acronis:

Download the trial version and install the software

Create a Bootable CD — see instructions below

Create an image — see instructions below

Restore your system in case of emergency — see instructions below
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Creating a Bootable CD using Acronis True Image

A terrific feature that Acronis True Image 11 has packed into the program is the
ability to create a bootable CD. You are probably thinking that is not a big deal.
The thing that differs the True Image bootable CD from an ordinary bootable CD
is that Acronis allows you to put the entire True Image program on the bootable
CD. Can you imagine the possibilities? This is a review of the Acronis True Image
process of creating a CD.

What good would the Acronis True Image application be if it was sitting on your
hosed hard drive? If you were to totally hose your Operating System, you could
just pop the bootable CD in and run True Image from the CD to restore the
image that you made in the “Create an Image” tutorial. You did keep the image
in a safe place didn’t you? Creating the bootable CD is just as easy as creating
an image or restoring an image. Here is a quick tutorial about how to make a
bootable CD with the Acronis True Image program installed on the CD.

Open up the True Image application and choose to Create Bootable Rescue
Media. The newer versions may have a separate menu item for this.
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The next screen you will see is the welcome screen that welcomes you to the
Acronis Media Builder. Click next.
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The next screen is the Rescue Media Contents Selection. Here you have a choice
about whether to install the Full Version of True Image or the safe version.
Choose the Full version, which includes drivers for USB and SCSI disks.
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The next screen you will see is the Bootable Media Selection. For this tutorial you
would choose the CD-RW drive to make a bootable CD.

"2 Acronis Media Builder

Bootable Media Selection

Select & drive bo be used bo creste bootable media,

Choose a media bype from the st below. The list conkains all available devices that could be used to creste media
that shores data required for booting, including foppy disk drives, CD drives, and flash memory devices. You can
store bootable data in *.iso files.
Marme Detalls
-E- CO-AS Drive (D) SONY CE-RW CR&Z1TE 1052
B 150 mage 150 image file
M Removable Drive (A1) Remavable Disk Drive
@) e [ <Back J[_mext> ] [ cancel |

The next screen simply shows you what the media builder is going to do. Check
this screen over to make sure it is what you want to do and click the proceed
button.
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Space required: 34.86 MB
M ..._ L
B |
|
7 Acronis
Comaubs with condideacs
WONW, 30ranie, com Please click, Proceed to stark,
@) teb [ <Back [ Proceed ] [ Concel |

A few seconds later, the bootable CD is complete. You should test it to make
sure that it will work in an emergency. Do not wait until you need it to try it. |
have never had one fail but you never know. The Acronis True Image program
makes disk management so easy. | wish there were programs like this one back
in the day...

This is what you will see when you boot your computer with the Acronis True
Image bootable CD. You could boot to Windows or run the True Image program.
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With the Acronis program on CD, you could just follow the restore tutorial to
restore the original image to a drive right from the CD. So if your hard drive
were to totally crash, you could just buy another one and put your good image
on the new drive without having to reload the Operating System. Maybe you are
just running out of disk space and want to upgrade your hard drive without
installing Windows again. The restore CD will work great for that purpose too!
Acronis True Image is truly a life saver.
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Creating a Hard Drive Image using Acronis True Image

For the sake of this review of Acronis True Image, lets say that | have just spent
hours loading Windows XP on a new computer. | used Windows Update to install
all 93 security updates, loaded and tweaked all of my applications to get them
just the way | need them to be able to have my computer function exactly the
way | like it. I do not want to do that job again any time soon. Another scenario
would be that you are about to try something that you are not sure will work,
like trying the latest and greatest video driver, and it has the possibility of
crashing your computer. If you need to upgrade your hard drive without
reinstalling Windows, this is the easiest way to get the job done.

The first thing that needs to be done is to take an exact image of the hard drive
just in case it crashes or you accidentally step in some scumware and do not feel
like taking the two hours it probably would take to remove it. The tool for the job
is Acronis True Image. Here is the step-by-step tutorial or walkthrough of
Acronis True Image in action.

Although there are many different ways to image a hard drive, the easiest way
to image a computer hard drive is to use the Acronis True Image hard drive
cloning utility. You can download a free trial of the Acronis True Image
software so you can follow the review on your own computer. The installation is
a snap. The defaults work just fine. When you open the program, you will see
the user interface below with a lot of options to manage and protect all of those
megabytes and gigabytes.
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We want to take an exact image of the hard drive. For that task, click on the
Backup option on the program interface.
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Pick. a o want to perform on the local computer.
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Then choose the "My Computer” option on the following screen.



Create Backup Wizard

Select Backup Type

You can select type of daka wour wank to back up,

Select what wou want to back up:

g

O My Daka

O My Application Settings

O Ml E-rnail

Description

When wou select this option you can create animage of the entire disk or its partitions, Backing
up the entire system disk (creating a disk image) takes significant disk space, but enables vou
ko restore the system in minutes in case of severe data damages or hardware Failure.

'@J‘HE'F' | <gack || mext> | | cancel |

Acronis True Image will analyze the configuration and have you choose which
partition to make a backup image of. Choose your main partition to image.
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Create Backup Wizard

Partitions Selection

You can create animage of selected partitions or an entire hard disk drive.

Flease select the partitions or entire hard disk drives:
TR
Partition Flags  Capacity Ilsed Space Type
Disk 1
F@NTFS (C:) PrijAct.  74.50GB 4,226 GB NTFS
[ ] pisk2
[ ] f=Data (E)  PriAct.  T445GB 3.781 GB MTFS
|:| FeFaT1E Pri 47.03 MEB 7.357 ME F3: FAT16 Partition: 0xDE (EISA con
4 il »
Total size: 4.226 GE
@) Help [ < Back, ][, Mext = | [ Cancel ]

Then you will be asked where you want to store the image. In this case, there
are two hard drives installed in the computer so | will choose the Data drive to
store the image.



Create Backup Wizard
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l:T-.III_l__J My Diocuments
= t} My Computer
= .ﬂ. 314 Floppy (4:)
[# e Local Disk ()
b CD-RW Drive (D)

= %e® Data(E:)
I3 Image
) S Drive b
Folder: |N|:| file mame is required in this area v.| =
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Then we will have it create a full backup archive.



Create Backup Wizard

Select Backup Mode

You can choose either full, incremental or differential backup mode,

Select either ko create a new backup archive file or to add changes to an existing archive file:

@ Create a new Full backop archived

O reate an incremental backup

O Create a differential backup archive

- Description

Creates a new backup archive of specified files, folders, partitions or entire hard disk drives.

'@J‘HENI' [ = Back, ][, Next > | [ Cancel ]

You can just use the defaults on the next few screens and then you will come to
the following screen. True Image is basically telling you what it is going to do.
Double check this screen to make sure that all the backup options are correct
and then click proceed.



Create Backup Wizard @E

Aﬂrﬂ“iﬁm Acronis True Image Home is ready to proceed with physical data
archiving, Here is a complete list of operations to be performed.
True Image

Home Create Full Backup Archive
Frarm: Disk 1
To: E:lImage)
Campression: rarmal
Descripkion:

"This an image of my hard drive,"

Cperation 1 of 2
Saving partition structure
Hard disk: 1

Operation 2 of 2
Creating partition image

Hard disk: 1
Dirive letter: Z
File system: MTFS
Yolume label;
Size! 74.50 GB
J Acronis
Compute with confidence
WM. ACrOniE.0om Please click Proceed tao start,

@HENI' = Back |L Proceed J Cancel

You then will see a progress indicator for a short time. The following screenshot
is the operation in progress. You notice that you can still be working at your
computer while the image is being taken.



Operation Progress

Aﬂrﬂniﬂm Create Full Backup Archive
Frorm; Disk. 1
True |mﬂgE T E:lImage)
Hﬂme Compression: Mormal
Description:

"This an image of my hard drive."

‘ l Operation 2 of 2
f'ﬁ Creating partition image
' Hard disk: 1
Drive letter; ol
t-—-— J File sysker: MNTFS
? Yolurne label:
Size: 74.50 GB

Current operation progress:

Total progress:

.) Acronis

Compute with eonfidence

W W W, aoronie.com [ Cancel ] [ Hide! ]

When the image has been successfully created, you will see the following
prompt.

Information [g|

The operation was successfully completed

Go to the location where the image was created to see the image file.

acru:unis_l:uaclu.lpjlace.cfg 1 kKB CFG File
3 MyImage.TIE 2,390,628 KB Acronis True Image Backup Archive




Hard Drive Image Restore using Acronis True Image

You took an image of your hard drive using Acronis True Image in the “Create an
Image” tutorial and now something has happened to your computer. Maybe you
stepped in some scumware or somebody installed AOL instant messenger, which
is a virus in itself, anyway your computer is not as healthy as it was. Not a
problem. Acronis makes it just as easy to restore an image of your hard drive as
it was to create the image in the first place. This review of Acronis True Image
shows how easy it is to recover a hard drive with the Operating System and all
applications intact.

Open up the Acronis True Image program and choose the Recovery option.

.. Recovery
"  the entire hard disk conkents or restore

Manage Tasks

Browse out to the image file that you created when your system was healthy.
Hopefully you stored it in a safe place. This image was stored on another internal
hard drive.

Restore Data Wizard

Archive Selection

Ple ect an archive in the tree below and click. Mext to restore daka that this
archive conkains,

E@’ Desktop

# e Backup Locations
Eliﬂ My Documents
= 3& My Computer
7| & 314 Floppy (A D_ate: Thursdaw, October 04, 2007 11:45:04 AM
[# =e# Local Disk (C:) Sl a=al o
H oL CD-RW Drive (D)
= %s# Data(E:)
20 Image
N 11y Image, TIE
HI) 51 Drive
# 1) Shared Documents - [ T
%Y My Network Places g 1[0
I Acranis 74.51 GB [;4.50 B MTFS

A o L

13

@ MyImage.TIB

This is image archive.
This an image of my hard drive,

Folder; |E:'|,Ima|;|e'l,r~'1';.f1mage.TIB ™ |

Files of bype: |Ba|:k.|_||:| Archives (kb Vl

@Fjﬂe'p < Back ][ Mext = ] [ Cancel ]
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This following image file was stored on a Lacie 250 gig external drive. Just to
show you that you can use an external drive to do a full restore of the image. it
does not really matter where you decide to store the image as long as it is in a

safe accessible place.

& Deskiop
o ..;1 Backup Locations
| ELJ My Documents
| = § My Computer
& _ﬂ 3% Flopgy (A:)
# % Local Disk (C:)
Bl CO-RW Drive (D:)
=R 3 LACIE (F:)
) Acronis
# 1] Foti Image
H Image
%l Mylmage.TIB

%_.' '_-é My Computer
[+ ﬂ 314 Floppy (A0
[+ =@ Local Disk (C

B2k CD-RM Dirive (O]

= cee LACIE (F3)

I3 Acronis
HIJ) Foti Image

=] Image

e 2 My Image. TIE

Choose to restore disks

21| ce LACIE (F2)
Local Disk

Frea Space: 223.6 8
Tokal Size: 232.8 GB

| kgl MyImage. TIB

This is image archive.
This an image of my hard drive,

Drate; Thursday, October 04, 2007 11:45:04 AM
Size: 2,280 GB

or partitions.
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Restore Data Wizard

Restoration Type Selection

You can select bype of backup archive restoration,

Select one of the Following restoration bypes:

@ Festore disks or partitions:

O Restore specified files or folders

- Drescripkion

Select this opkion if wou wank to restore a disk ar partition entirely,

@)HEHJ [ < Back ][, Next > | [ Cancel ]

Choose where to restore the image. In this case, the image will be restored to
Disk 1.



Restore Data Wizard

Partition or Disk to Restore

k5 parkition or a hard disk drive to restore,

Flease select a partition or a whole hard disk drive to restore,
E R
Partition Flags | Capacity Free Space Type
Disk 1
T MTFS () Pri, Act. 74,50 GB 70.27 GB MTFS
“#MBR. and Track 0 MBR and Track 0
@‘j Help [ < Back ][, Mexk = ] [ Cancel ]

Then choose the hard disk drive location that the image will be placed. Be sure
to choose your main drive.



Restore Data Wizard

Restored Hard Disk Drive Location

You should select a hard disk drive For the restore,

Please select a destination hard disk drive to restore the hard disk drive image. The hard disk

drives already restored are disabled, The destination hard disk drives without enough space faor
restoring an image are disabled as well,

| Drive _Eapacity  Modsl
== Disk. 1 74.51 GE WD 00JD-75MSAal 10,0

: -InterFace

IDE{D) Secondary Master
I‘-li:Disk z2 74.51 GB ST380013A5 8,12 IDE(D) Secondary Slave

[t | =
=@ | ..
a1 g | 7450 GB NTFS 7.,

[T Frimary B Logical T Unallocated B Ly marnic B  Unsupported
Yolume
Qfluelp [ < Back ][, Mexk = .] [ Cancel ]

Acronis True Image will warn you that there are partitions on the drive you
have chosen and ask what you want to do with them. Select yes to delete all the
partitions on the hard drive before restoring. The program does not know that
the partitions are infected with something. Click next to get to the following
screen that tells you what operations will be performed. Check this screen
carefully to make sure that it is what you want to do, then click Proceed.
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Restore Data Wizard

3

Aﬂrﬂ“iﬂm Acronis True Image Home is ready to proceed with restaring your
T l data From the backup archive. Here is the complete list of
rue mnﬂﬂ operations to be performed,
Home
Disk Partition Recovery from Archive
Fram File: "Ex\ImageiMyImage, TIE"
Cperation 1 of 2 (Reboot required)
Restoring partition
Hard disk: 1
Drive letter: it
: E File swskem: NTFS
/ i Yolume label:
! Size: 74,50 GE
| — Operation 2 of 2
i Restoring partition structure
F Hard disk.: 1
i —__ |
Acronis
Compute with confidence
www.acronis.oom Please click Proceed to start,
@) Help [ = Back ][, Proceed _] [ Cancel ]

Of course, you are restoring an image to the drive you are using so you may be
prompted that a reboot is necessary. Just click reboot.

Warning! E]

WO00A03EE: A reboot is required for completing this operation.

& reboot is required For completing this operation; the operation wil be
cancelled if vou choose naot ko rebook now,

L Feboot ] [ Zancel J

In just a few minutes, your hard drive will be restored to that perfect state it was
in when you first made the image. Acronis has made hard drive imaging and
restoration that simple.



