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Using the Camera 

Introduction 
This document explains all the features of your camera with many of them existing on both the 

iPhone and iPad with the following exceptions: 

1. iPad cannot record 4K Video 

2. iPad has no Slo-motion mode 

3. iPad has no flash 

4. iPad has no Time-Lapse or Live Photo 

Using your iPhone Camera 

The ƛtƘƻƴŜΩǎ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀǇǇ ƛǎ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ features. But when should you use each setting 
and how will they ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎŜǎΚ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 10 essential 
iPhone camera settings so that you can take control of the camera and shoot incredible photos 
every time you press the shutter. 
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1. Focus & Exposure 

The key to shooting stunning iPhone photos is to ensure the focus and exposure is correct. If 
ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ōƭǳǊǊŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ 
the photo will be too dark or too bright. 

 

Setting focus and exposure is very easy on the iPhone, ōǳǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
for these iPhone camera settings ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘΦ 

hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŦǊamed your shot, the first thing you need to do is set the focus point. Decide 
which object you want in sharp focus (usually the main subject), then tap that object on the 
screen. 
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A yellow box will appear to indicate which part of the scene is in focus. Anything in front of or 
behind that object may appear blurred or slightly out of focus. 

After tapping to set focus, you can now adjust the exposure (brightness) of the image if 
necessary. If it looks over-exposed (too bright) or under-exposed (too dark) simply swipe up or 
down on the screen to adjust the exposure. 

 

If you want to lock the focus point on a certain object, tap and hold for a couple of seconds until 
you see AE/AF LOCK at the top of the screen. 
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When focus is locked, it disables the autofocus feŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
refocus if something moves within the scene ς this is great for street photography. It also 
means you can take several photos of the same subject without having to set the focus each 
time. 

2. Gridlines 

Did you know that you can display gridlines in the iPhone camera app to help you compose 
your photos? 

 

Gridlines are useful for several reasons: 

¶ Keeping the horizon level in landscape photos 

¶ Ensuring lines are straight or level in architecture photos 

¶ Dividing the frame ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ άǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǊŘǎέ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 

¶ Splitting your photo in half for a perfectly symmetrical composition 
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¢ƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛtƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦ hǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ Settings app, 
then select Photos and Camera. Scroll down to the Camera section, then switch on 
the Grid option. 
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3. Burst Mode 

Burst mode ƛǎ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ shooting moving subjects. This feature allows you to 
take ten photos per second, giving you the best chance of capturing the perfect action shot 
with minimal blur. 
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Using burst mode is incredibly easy on the iPhone. Simply hold down the shutter button and 
the iPhone will continue to take multiple images until you release your finger. 
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!ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ a burst of images, you can then select the best photos from the sequence 
and delete the rest. 

You should use ōǳǊǎǘ ƳƻŘŜ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ 
LǘΩǎ great for photographing children, birds, animals, street scenes, or splashing water. 
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4. HDR 

Have you ever wondered what the ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ I5w ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ is for? HDR stands for High Dynamic 
wŀƴƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻƻƭ for creating better exposed photos in tricky lighting situations. 

LǘΩǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ high contrast scenes, such as a landscape where you have a 
dark foreground and a bright sky. 
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Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊ-exposed sky or an under-exposed 
foreground. 

To create a more balanced exposure, try switching on the HDR setting in the camera app. 
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When HDR is switched on, the camera will take three photos of the scene every time you press 
the shutter. Each image is captured at a different exposure ς one bright, one dark, and one 
somewhere in between. 

These three exposures are then combined to create one single image with a more balanced 
exposure. Using HDR allows you to capture more detail in both the shadows and the highlights. 

Below is a comparison of an image shot with and without HDR. The first photo ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ I5wΦ 
Notice how the foreground is quite dark, while some of the bright clouds are completely over-
exposed with no detail at all. 
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Below is the HDR version of the same photo. Notice how the HDR image captures more detail in 
both the bright clouds and the darker foreground. 
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With a few tweaks in Snapseed, the color and detail of a HDR photo can be brought out, while 
still maintaining excellent exposure balance ς as shown in the example below. 
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One thing to consider when shooting HDR photos is that you need to keep the camera perfectly 
still while the camera is capturing the three exposures. If the camera moves, you may 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ άƎƘƻǎǘƛƴƎέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōƭŜƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΦ 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ I5w ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ 
using an iPhone tripod. 

5. Live Photos 

Live Photos is one of the most fun iPhone camera settings to experiment with. This feature 
brings your photos to life by creating a 3 second moving image. 
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Rather than freezing a moment in time with a still photo, a Live Photo captures the moments 
just before and after you take the picture ς complete with movement and sound. 

Press the Play button on the video below to see how this Live Photo captures the movement of 
the water and people in this beach scene. 

The Live Photos setting is perfect for photographing moving subjects, children, water, fun 
moments, or any scene that has interesting sounds that you want to capture. 

Please note that Live Photos is only available on the iPhone 6s/6s Plus or newer. To switch on 
Live Photos, tap the round Live Photos icon (next to the HDR option) so that it turns yellow. 

 

Now, whenever you take a photo, the camera will automatically capture 1.5 seconds of video 
before and after you took the shot. The result will be a 3 second Live Photo with movement and 
sound. 

To play back ŀ [ƛǾŜ tƘƻǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇǊŜǎǎ down firmly on the screen (harder 
ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳΩd press for an ordinary screen-tap). 

¸ƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ [ƛǾŜ tƘƻǘƻǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
photo. 
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6. Flash 

The lightning bolt icon in the camera app allows you to switch the flash on or off. If you need to 
illuminate a subject in low light, you could try switching on the flash. 

 

Keep in mind, though, ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛtƘƻƴŜΩǎ ŦƭŀǎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƘŀǊǎƘΦ !ƴŘ sometimes it can ruin your 
photo by causing over-exposure, light reflections, and harsh shadows. 

LǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƛtƘƻƴŜΩǎ ŦƭŀǎƘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ƻƴ 
when you have no other way of illuminating your subject ς ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
photographing a subject outdoors at night. 

Below is a comparison of two photos of the same subject. This first picture was taken with no 
ŦƭŀǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǘƻƻ ŘŀǊƪΦ 
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¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ōŜƭƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛtƘƻƴŜΩǎ flash switched on. While the second image is 
certainly ƭƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƘŀǊǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ benefit from some post-processing work to balance 
the light a bit better. 
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǎƘ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
modification that you can do to your iPhone to soften the light and make it more flattering on 
your subject. 

.ȅ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƛǎǎǳŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛtƘƻƴŜΩǎ ŦƭŀǎƘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 
diffuser that softens the light and makes for a more pleasing photo. 
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If you take the case off your iPhone and place the tissue paper over the flash, then put the case 
back on the phone, this will help to hold the tissue paper in place. 

Below is a photo taken with tissue paper over the flash. Notice how this one is a bit softer and 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƘŀǊǎƘΦ 
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Another tip for preventing the flash from being too harsh is to stand further away from your 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǎƘ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳŜǘŜǊǎΦ 

7. Timer 

The timer setting in the camera app allows you to set a delay between pressing the shutter 
button and the photo being taken. When you tap the Timer option όŎƭƻŎƪ ƛŎƻƴύ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
select either a 3 second or 10 second delay. 
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hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŀȅ that you want, set up your shot and press the shutter button. 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛtƘƻƴŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǎƘ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǎƘ ǎǘƻǇǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
photo is about to be taken. 

 

When the shutter fires, the camera will take a burst of ten shots. You can then choose the best 
photo from the sequence and delete the rest. 
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The timer is great for those instances when you want to appear in the photo yourself. Simply 
set your iPhone on a tripod or other solid surface, set the timer, press the shutter, then stand in 
the scene ready to have your photo taken. 

 

LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻƻƭ ǿƘŜƴ shooting in low light on a tripod. Without the timer delay, you might 
find that pressing the shutter button causes the camera to shake, resulting in a blurry photo. 
But if you set the timer, your iPhone will have stopped moving by the time it takes the shot. 

8. Photo, Square & Pano 

The list of options next to the shutter button let you shoot in a range of different modes. Just 
ǎǿƛǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
image options first: Photo, Square and Pano. 
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Photo ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǊŜŎǘŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ 
in either landscape (horizontal) or portrait (vertical) orientation. 

 



Page 24 of 33 

 

If you decide you want your photo in a different aspect ratio such as square, you can always 
crop it later in post-processing. 

Square, as the name implies, allows you to shoot square photos. If you find that you always 
share or print your images in square format, you might prefer to shoot square photos to start 
with. Just remember that it gives you fewer options for cropping later. 

 

Pano, short for panorama, allows you to create extra-wide panoramic images. This feature is 
amazing for capturing wide landscape scenes or cityscapes. 
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You can also use it capture vertical panoramas as shown below. This is great for tall waterfalls. 

 

When you select tŀƴƻ ƳƻŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀǇǇΣ ȅƻǳΩƭl see a right-ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŀǊǊƻǿΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ 
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ōȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŦǘΣ ǘŀǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ŦƭƛǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ 
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²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎΣ ǘŀǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǳǘǘŜǊ button, then very slowly move your 
camera in the direction of the arrow.  YŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀǎ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
done, tap the shutter button again to stop the pano. 

The photo you create with Pano mode will include everything your camera saw. If you turned 
corners as you moved your camera, you may notice some distortion in the final image. 

9. Time-Lapse, Slo-Mo & Video 

As well as shooting still images, there are three modes that let you shoot different kinds of 
video: Time-Lapse, Slow-Mo and Video. 


